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 Now Is The Time For Action  

 
 

With the first global ministerial meeting on road safety about to begin, we all have an 
outstanding opportunity to save lives and prevent injuries.  

In anticipation of A Decade of Action for Road Safety, iRAP will issue a consultation 
paper this month proposing a new membership structure for organisations participating in 
the programme. Our aim is to build an association that supports its members in a spirit of 
cooperation and mutual benefit worldwide. 

We will welcome your feedback and ideas on the proposals. The consultation paper will be 
available for download from www.irap.org soon.  

John Dawson 
Chairman 
International Road Assessment Programme (iRAP) 
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 Michelle Yeoh and Bill Clinton Support iRAP in Decade of Action  
  

Make Roads Safe  campaign ambassador Michelle Yeoh has met with former US 
President Bill Clinton to launch a $10 million scheme to help iRAP improve t he safety 
of road infrastructure in developing countries.  

The ten year commitment by the FIA Foundation, made 
at the Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) annual meeting in 
New York aims to identify road safety improvements that 
could prevent 1 million road deaths and serious injuries 
each year. 

John Dawson, iRAP Chairman, welcomed the 
announcement, saying "this vital support will help us to 
identify simple, affordable improvements to roads that 
can dramatically reduce the risk of crashes occurring, as well as their severity." 

"To date, iRAP has identified infrastructure improvements that can prevent one in four 
deaths on rural and urban roads in developing countries around the world," Mr Dawson 
said. 

The FIA Foundation committed the funds to iRAP to provide Ôvaccines for roads' - working 
with developing country partners to assess the safety performance of road networks, 
making technical recommendations to governments and providing cost/benefit analysis for 
fixing road infrastructure design flaws that contribute to the global road death epidemic. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 iRAP Paraguay Officially Begins  
  

iRAP Paraguay will assess some 4,000km of national highways and aims to help 
prevent the 845 road deaths that occur each year in the country.  
 
The official launch of iRAP Paraguay gained high-level 
support from leaders such as Efrain Alegre, Minister of 
Public Works and Communications and V’ctor Dumot, 
President of the Touring and Automovil Club of 
Paraguay. 
 
The launch follows the Inter-American Development 
BankÕs (IDB) announcement during the Clinton Global 
Initiative (CGI) in New York that it has committed to 
reduce the number of road deaths throughout Latin 
America and the Caribbean. As part of this effort, iRAP and the IDB will work in close 
partnership to eliminate high-risk roads. More than 6 out of 10 people killed in road crashes 
in Paraguay are pedestrians and motorcyclists.  

  
  

 Plan to Prevent 32,000 Deaths and Serious Injuries in Malaysia  
  

Malaysian Minister for Transpo rt Datuk Seri Ong Tee Keat has thrown his support 
behind a plan that could prevent 1 in 3 deaths and serious injuries across 3,700km of 
highways.  
 
The iRAP Malaysia report identifies cost-effective 
countermeasures such as removal of roadside hazards, 
central hatching to separate opposing flows of high-
speed traffic and motorcycle lanes. For every $1 invested 
in the plan, it is estimated that there would be a return of 
$16 in crash costs avoided. 
 
The official launch of the report was supported by Make 
Roads Safe campaign ambassador Michelle Yeoh and 
Malaysian Deputy Works Minister Yong Khoon Seng. 
Speaking at the event, Michelle Yeoh said "We need our roads to be safe for our people, 
for our children, for our breadwinners. A few seconds in a road crash will cause them a 
lifetime of grief." 
 
iRAP Malaysia is led by AAM, JKR, JKJR, and MIROS. The full iRAP Malaysia report can 
be downloaded at www.irap.org/library.aspx  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 iRAP Asia Pacific Workshop  

  
Participants from 16 countries took part in the second annual iRAP Asia Pac ific 
Workshop in Singapore.  
 
Held in conjunction with Global Road Safety Partnership 
(GRSP) Asia Road Safety Summit, the workshop drew 
together road safety professionals from motoring clubs, 
road authorities, research institutes and industry in 
Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, 
Australia, Canada, England, Germany and the United 
States. 

The workshop recognised the outstanding achievements 
of iRAP Vietnam, a partnership of the Ministry of 
Transport, Vietnam Road Administration, Transport 
Development and Strategy Institute, and the Institute of Transport Science and Technology 
by presenting them with the iRAP Star Performer Award.  

To date, iRAP Vietnam has assessed 3,800km of highway and a countermeasure 
programme is currently being generated. The award was previously won by iRAP Malaysia. 

  
 
  

 iRAP Wins Katahira Award  
  

iRAP has won the prestigious Katahira Award for best technical paper at the  13th 
Road Engineering Association  of Asia and Australasia (REAAA)  conference in 
Incheon City, Korea.  
 
The winning paper, Saving Lives Through Investment in 
Safer Roads: The iRAP Partnership, explains the 
importance of building strong partnerships between 
organisations involved in safety, provides an overview of 
the iRAP methodology and includes illustrative results 
from current programmes. 
 
The award was presented by DatoÕ Sri. Prof. Ir Dr Judin 
Abdul Karim, Malaysia Public Works Department and 
incoming REAAA President, and Mr. Lieu Chull-Ho, CEO 
of Korea Expressway Corp and Chairman of the Korea 
Road and Transportation Association. 
 
The Katahira Awards were established in 1991 in memory of the late Dr. Nobutaka Katahira 
who was the REAAA's President for the 5th Council term from 1983 to 1986. The main 
objective of the Awards is to encourage keen participation among young engineers in the 
promotion and advancement of science and technology in road development and road-
related engineering. The iRAP paper is available for download at www.irap.org/library.aspx  

  



  
 About iRAP  

  
The International Road Assessment Programme (iRAP) is a not-for-profit organisation 
dedicated to saving lives in low and middle income countries by promoting safer roads.  
The programme is also the umbrella organisation for EuroRAP, AusRAP, usRAP and 
KiwiRAP. 

 

iRAP is supported by: 

 

For more information, visit www.irap.org or email greg.smith@irap.net 
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